Offsets: factor failure into protected areas Martine Maron and colleagues assume that a nation's commitment to establishing protected areas of biodiversity provides a suitable baseline for determining the "additionality" of any offset initiative based on habitat protection (Nature 523, 401-403; 2015) . The evidence
Biodiversity on canal route already at risk
The Nicaraguan government is reviewing an environmental and social impact study for a proposed 300-kilometre canal to connect the Pacific and Atlantic indicates otherwise.
A more realistic baseline would factor in the high probability that national biodiversity commitments will not be fulfilled (see M. Walpole et al. Science 325, 1503 -1504 2009 ). For example, national conservation commitments can be overridden by development commitments.
Documented trends and local conditions should be used to establish a baseline. Carbon offsets, for example, commonly derive baselines from historical average deforestation (see go. nature.com/rvdx3x). These baselines are typically revised every ten years.
We also disagree that developing countries should withdraw from the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) if they are unable to fund protected areas, because that would stop them engaging with other CBD targets. Moreover, honest accounting of offset benefits must occur at the local, regional and landscape levels where conservation is accomplished.
What is most needed in offset programmes is better enforcement, so that they do not become a 'licence to trash' (see A. Villaroya et al. PLoS ONE 9, e107144; 2014 Telescope (LAT), we reported a γ-ray signal from the dwarf galaxy Reticulum II. Conrad characterizes our work as "the latest dark-matter discovery claim" and criticizes the "misuse" of public data at a time when an update from the Fermi collaboration "was imminent".
Nowhere do we claim to have discovered dark matter. Rather, our paper is devoted to quantifying the probability that the observed signal is due to random fluctuation. Our closing paragraph says "it would be premature to conclude [the signal] has a dark matter origin", then identifies future work necessary to establish such a discovery.
Our use of public data is concordant with the principles of 'reproducibility' Conrad invokes. Nevertheless, he compares our work unfavourably to a paper by the Fermi-LAT 
